
Making Melody In Your Heart        Lesson IV 
Thoughts on Avoiding Conflict and on Song Selection 
 

1. Love one another 
a. Music should not be the glue that holds us together – The cross, the glory of Jesus, the 

majesty of God and love should be.  Even gospel centered churches disagree about 
music.  Love is indispensable when we sing and when we try to discern what is best to 
sing. 

b. John Calvin:  “…the upbuilding of the church ought to be variously accommodated to the 
customs of each nation and age, it will be fitting to change and abrogate traditional 
practices and to establish new ones…..But love will best judge what may hurt or edify; 
and if we let love be our guide, all will be safe.”  

c. C.S.Lewis:  “I came up against different people of quite different outlooks and different 
education, and then gradually my conceit just began peeling off.  I realized that the 
hymns (which were just sixth-rate music) were, nevertheless, being sung with devotion 
and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite pew, and then you 
realize that you aren’t fit to clean those boots.  It gets you out of your solitary conceit.” 
(God In the Dock, p 62) 

d. Paul: “If I sing in style of the hippest music, but have not love, I am only a banging drum 
or a strumming guitar.  If I have a gift for reading music and enjoy the richest hymns, but 
have not love, I am nothing.  If I am discerning of excellent music and fine poetry, but 
have not love, I gain nothing.”  (I Corinthians 13 as interpreted by Kevin DeYoung) 

2. Singing is for God’s glory and the edification of the body of Christ 
a. God is the focus of worship – not the culture, the unregenerate, or ourselves.  Singing 

on Sunday should benefit God’s people.  Music is not an “entertaining lead-in to the 
sermon.” 

b. People learn more theology from songs than sermons.  So the questions is: if our people 
learned their theology from our song what would they know in twenty years about God, 
the cross, the resurrection, the office of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, creation, 
justification, election, regeneration, the church, the sacraments and all the other 
fundamental doctrines of the faith? 

3. Sing to the Lord new songs. 
a. This is a command.  Have we exhausted it yet?  There are still new songs to be sung.  

What if the church stopped signing new songs in the 15th Century (no “Mighty Fortress is 
Our God”).  What if the church stopped singing new songs in the 16th century (no Watts, 
no Wesley).  What if we stopped a generation ago? (no In Christ Alone) 

b. Do we really think the last good song of praise to Jesus has been written?   
c. Chronological snobbery – C S Lewis/ Temporal narcissism - B Kauflin 

4. Don’t lose the link to history- sing Hymns 
a. Continue to use hymns (hymnal-virtual or literal) 

i. A link to history.  Sing in concert with two millennia of believers. 
ii. Diversity.  Twenty one centuries of styles: chants, folk tunes, ethnic tunes, 

carols, psalms, ballads, gospel tunes – the best of the centuries. 



iii. Excellence. By and large the bad songs have been filtered out over time.  Songs 
sung 500 years later probably have strong lyrics, good poetry and singable tunes 

iv. Whole counsel of God.  Wide range of themes and biblical categories. 
5. Sing the Psalms 

a. We are commanded to sing Psalms and the Psalms have been the center of the Church’s 
singing (since David was inspired to write them). 

6. Strive for excellence. 
a. Piper: “undistracted excellence”.  We want the cross to be the stumbling block, not poor 

musicianship or a faltering powerpoint. 
b. Lyrical sloppiness: using “thou” and “you” in the same song; heaping up trite clichés 

(fragrant rose in early spring, and an eagle soaring to spread its wings). 
c. Hallelujah chorus is repetitive, but musically interesting. Most songs, choruses and 

verses are not good enough to repeat indefinitely. 
7. The principal instrument – the congregation. 

a. The congregation singing is the main sound to be heard.  If no one is singing it is “lame”. 
b. Is it singable? 
c. Is instrumentation helping or inhibiting the congregational singing? 
d. Is the song familiar? 

8. Employ manifestly biblical lyrics. 
a. Biblically based. 
b. Theologically sound 

 

The above thoughts are from article by Kevin DeYoung. 

 

Sing your heart out, even if you hate the Music.   
Don’t just tolerate.  Participate.  Be open-minded to the diverse ways God’s people worship Him.  Put 
aside our picky preferences and simply sing our hearts out. 
“Putting aside personal preferences and embracing common, unified, God-centered worship, however, 
uncomfortable it may be, is part of what it means to follow Jesus.”  Brett McCracken. 
 
“Congregational singing is far from dead, mainly because it’s connected to a source of life higher than 
cultural trends or modern comparisons.” Keith Getty 


