PRAYER FOR THE MORNING SERVICE
10:00
Expound the Scriptures ~ Exhort the Sinner ~ Exalt the Savior

“God has made the success of preaching hang on prayer.” John Piper

Thank you for devoting time to pray this morning. The following is a guide to help you pray for the worship service. This
guide is designed so that you can pray through the provided bullets one at a time, but do not feel constrained to what is
printed here. Keep in mind that the worship services do not always follow the same format, so you will need to consult the
bulletin for exact elements that need prayer for this particular day.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

10:00-10:03 — Prayer with confession of sin and assurance of pardon

Spend a few moments in confession, being honest with God about what you have done and who you
are.

Rest in and receive His redeeming love for you. Believe that because you are in Christ you are now
“holy and blameless and above reproach in His sight” (Colossians 1:22).

Confess your own personal need for God as well as our Church’s need for God to bless worship.

10:03-10:10 — Prayer for the opening acts of praise

For the hearts and minds of the congregation to be quiet, peaceful, and reverent
For those leading in worship to be at peace and focused on their responsibilities
For the Introit, Ascription, and Call to Worship to draw people into worship
For distractions and the enemy to be kept away

For visitors to feel welcome and loved

For all the worship to be pleasing to God and according to His Word

For the children to understand and be blessed by the service

Psalm 100 is a good guide for prayer during this time

WE RETURN TO THE GOSPEL

10:10-10:20 — Prayer for the singing, prayers, and offerings of the congregation

For the Spirit to move the congregation to prayer

For the Spirit to convict sin, bring confession of sin, and assurance of pardon

For the congregation to be thankful

For the congregation to look to God in faith through prayer

For the singing to be pleasing to God and honoring to Him

For the Spirit to apply the hymns and psalms to the worshippers — convicting, encouraging,
comforting, instructing

For the congregation to sing “with grace in the heart” —i.e., with thanksgiving, humbled, broken,
relying upon grace

10:20-10:25 — Prayer for the offering

For the congregation to give themselves wholly to God
For the congregation to offer tithes and offerings to God from a cheerful heart
For the choir, organist, and other musicians — for good execution, for God to bless the music



WE RECEIVE THE WORD

10:25-10:35 — Prayer for the ministry of the Word

Using the bulletin and your Bible, spend this time praying for the ministry of the Word

For conversion, conviction, reverence during the reading of the Word

For the liturgy to move the congregation to a reverence for the Word

For the minister: for clarity of thought, clarity of expression, freedom in the pulpit, power, conviction,
grace

For our covenant children and their teachers in Children’s Church

10:35-10:50 — Prayer for the application of the Word

For the restless to become comforted, for the comfortable to become restless

Pray through the Order of Salvation:

* For people to be effectually called by the Spirit: convinced of their sin and misery, made aware of
Christ, change of will toward Christ and the Gospel

* For regeneration: for people to be born again, given new hearts, minds, and wills toward God,
enabled to embrace Christ

* For repentance: for people to turn from their sin with grief and hatred; to turn from their own self-
righteousness toward the righteousness which comes from God

» For faith: for people to be given faith to receive and rest upon Christ as He is presented to them

* For justification: for people to be freely pardoned and declared righteous by God

* For adoption: for people to be received into the number of God’s elect and be given all the rights
and privileges of the sons of God

* For sanctification: for God to renew and perfect His people, enabling them to die to sin and live to
righteousness

* For perseverance: for God to enable perseverance in His people, especially in the middle of trial and
temptation; for God to perfect the work begun until the day of Christ Jesus

For the Word to be instructive: advancing people in the knowledge of God’s Word

For the preaching to be true and accurate

For the Gospel to be clear

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

10:50-10:59 — Prayer for the close of the service

For conversions as people consider their standing with God
For the congregation as they profess their faith through the Creeds of the Church
For the sealing of all the benefits of Christ to those in worship

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

10:59-11:00 — Prayer for the close of the service

Only God can bless His people; only the Spirit can create new life — pray that He would use every
aspect of the service in the lives of those present.
For those listening on the radio or watching the livestream



Infant Baptism (when appropriate)

* For the instruction on baptism ~ that all may understand more clearly why we do what we do

* For God to confer grace to those who are baptized so that they are, in due time, brought to faith in
Christ

* For the parents of baptized infants as they raise their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord

* For the congregation to take seriously their vows to God

Adult Baptism (when appropriate)

* For the sacrament to be a sign and seal of the covenant of grace

The Lord’s Supper (when appropriate)
* For true and honest examination by the congregation as they come to the table
* For those who come to the table to come in faith
* For God to strengthen His people, support them in their trouble, encourage them, inspire them, increase
their faith, bring peace of conscience
* For unity and peace between the members of Christ’s body: all disputes settled, all sin confessed
» For the Spirit to apply the past, present, and future implications of the sacrament to His people
* For people to remember the Lord’s death until He comes
* For genuine communion through the Spirit between Christ and His people
* For awareness and anticipation of Jesus” Second Coming
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