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GOD MOVES IN AMYSTERIOUS WAY,

HIS WONDERS TO PERFORM!

When Michael Howell arrived at Trinity, in March

of 2004, he was fifty-one years old. Life until that
point had not been easy for Michael, and before the
day he was called to Trinity, he even wondered, “is
God through with me?” Indeed, He was not. A loving
husband with four grown children (except Jake, still
in school), Michael—along with Frosty—accepted
the Lord’s sovereign call to Trinity, mysterious as it
seemed to them.

While Frosty and Jake stayed in Rainbow City

to finish the school year, Michael drove to
Montgomery to begin his time at Trinity. Thus,
Mr. Howell was installed as Minister of Nurture/
Discipleship of Trinity Presbyterian Church on
March 14,2004, in the Vespers Service that
evening. The next day, he hit the ground running
and later wrote, “The pace of things is much faster
than I’'ve known. Thankfully, they have given me
six months to find housing and settle in with
work. Then, | must ‘hold on to my hat!” To be able
to work with friends (old and new) on staffis an
unexpected treat and a daily enjoyment.”

Hat in place, Michael’s true colors were quickly
discerned. Trinity found they had called a man who
was not only a fine Old Testament scholar, but also
his preaching and teaching were deep, vibrant, and
heartfelt. Out of an office overflowing with hiblical
commentaries and texts, histories and biographies,
Michael constructed many organized and prayed-
over lessons and sermons. His love of history and
of stories of Christian individuals used to shape our
world has been evident in his sermon illustrations.

And how we will miss that! But more than his vast
store of knowledge and insight, what we value the
most about Michael is that he has always, always
been THERE. In the emergency room? Michael
would come with his quiet presence and deep-
hearted prayers. In the sick room? He was there to

laugh or cry with you, whatever your need. He gave
reassurance, hope, and encouragement with his
tender words. When your loved one approached
death and it was time to part, Michael was often
there with you and your family. His numerous
funeral homilies have brought eternal truths
wrapped in comfort and hope to a great many
grieving people.

At the time Michael arrived, Trinity was a church in
great need of a spiritual leader with qualities even
she didn’t fully imagine: a man of maturity and
integrity with a heart of kindness. The Lord gave
Trinity Presbyterian Church a man who was, and
remains, a gentleman and a scholar. His evident
love for Jesus and his passion for his faith, his
honesty and transparency, and his smile that lights
up his entire face—these are the things Trinity
colleagues and members think of when considering
Michael Howell. They talk of his kind and gentle
spirit, his humility, and how in conversation and
when conducting counseling sessions, he is slow to
speak but especially quick to listen.

Today we look back, wondering how we, collectively
and individually, would have fared had not the Lord
sent Michael. We hope that Michael, too, can see
the Lord’s hand in events throughout his life that
eventually brought him to come and serve our body
of believers as shepherd, teacher, and friend.

We congratulate Michael on his upcoming
retirement. His duties here will end December 1,
followed by a sabbatical, and then his official
retirement in March 2027. For now, Trinity is
saying a reluctant goodbye to Michael as staff, but
we rejoice knowing that he can be secure in the
knowledge that God was not only not “through”
with him twenty-three years ago, but even now, a
new chapter has only just begun.

Congratulations to
The Reverend Michael Howell
on his upcoming retirement and

a heartfelt thank you for twenty-

three years of faithful service to
Trinity Presbyterian Church!

And we know Stephen Michael Howell is in
agreement with the English poet and hymn writer
William Cowper, who wrote:

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform. He plants
His footsteps in the sea and rides
upon the storm. Deep in the dark
and hidden mines, with never-
failing skill, He fashions all His
bright designs and works His
sovereign will. His purposes will
ripen fast, unfolding every hour.
The bud may have a bitter taste,
but sweet will be the flower.
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ANOTE FROM
KURT COOPER

I will always be thankful to Michael Howell for
many things, not least of which his stepping up
and delaying retirement when Trinity was in a
difficult position where he and | were the only
ordained men on staff. Thankfully, the Howells
and the Administration Committee have been
able to meet several times over the last eighteen
months to figure out a timing that would work
well for them and the church. Seeing Michael’s
retirement on the horizon, the Session voted to
form an Assistant Pastor Search Committee,
and they began meeting in the spring of this
year. The Committee was not charged with
finding Michael’s replacement per se but
finding a gifted assistant pastor that would
work well with the great staff we already have
in place and augment Trinity’s growing ministry.
As they received many resumes and conducted
many interviews, two candidates seemed to
stick out as great fits for Trinity. That’s when
one committee member asked an important
question, “Could we possibly call them both?”
The answer from the Session came back a
resounding yes!

| want to give a special thank you to the men and
women who gave generously of their time and
energy by serving on the Search Committee:
Sarah Muzio, Stuart Newsome, Beverly
Patterson, Michael Tortorici, John Weiss, and
Frank Young (chairman). And now...I am pleased
to introduce our two new assistant pastors:
Wesley Rule and Jere Scott Bradshaw. You can
read their bios at right. I'm excited to welcome
them and work alongside them. Each one brings
unique experience and ability that | believe will
truly help us continue to grow Trinity’s ministry
and deepen our walk with the Lord.

0 VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION — REGISTRATIONS — COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WESLEY RULE
ASSISTANT MINISTER

Wesley Rule has served as Young
Adults Coordinator then Assistant
Pastor to Young Adults at Highlands
Presbyterian Church in Ridgeland,
Mississippi, since 2023.

He grew up in Jackson and graduated
from Ole Miss with a degree in public
policy. He was previously an intern at
First Presbyterian Church in Jackson,
Mississippi, and recently graduated
Reformed Theological Seminary with
his Master of Divinity. He was ordained
and installed in March 2025 as a
minister in the Presbyterian Church

in America.

Wesley is passionate about reading, cooking, and following Ole Miss football. He
and his wife, Catherine, are excited to join the Trinity family in September.

JERE SCOTT BRADSHAW
ASSISTANT MINISTER

Jere Scott Bradshaw has served as the
Pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church
in Auburn, Alabama, since 2015.

He is a native of Tennessee and a
graduate of the University of Tennessee.
He earned his Master of Divinity from
Westminster Theological Seminary, and
his Master of Theology from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary. Currently,
he is pursuing a PhD in Theology from
Beeson Divinity School at Samford
University. In addition to his pastoral
work, Jere Scott has served as an
Instructor of Theological Studies at
Christ Our Redeemer Seminary.

He is married to Dorothy, and they have
five children. We look forward to Jere
Scott joining us at Trinity in the new year.

Please be in prayer for Wesley Rule and Jere Scott
Bradshaw and their respective families as they
prepare to serve and shepherd our church family

in the days ahead.
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T . SUNDAY Fall rehearsals begin on Sunday, September 13, T U E S DAY, 0 c T 0 B E R 6

SEP ‘ 3 at 4:00 p.m. Join us in the choir room at
Trinity Presbyterian Church (1728 S Hull Street, T R I N I TY H A L L

4:00 PM Montgomery, 36104).
DINNER AT 5:30 PM
PROGRAM AT 6:30 PM

INVITE GUESTS TO JOIN US!

HARP AND The cost for lunch is $10.00 per person,
ORGAN RECITAL but there is no cost for visitors.

Join us for a unique concert featuring the > REGISTER ONLINE AT
beautiful pairing of organ and harp as ot TRINITYPCA.ORG/EVENTS

Dr. Jacob Taylor and Melanie Mashner

present an inspiring program of music. The
concert will last approximately 50 minutes. _ )
Admissionis free, and all are welcome. _ 4 STAFF NEWS

OCTOBER 2, 2026 AT 5:30 PM DR. JACOB TAYLOR MELANIE MASHNER
Organist Harpist CHANG MIAO
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

in the SANCTUARY MUSIC MINISTRY INTERN

We’re delighted to welcome

Dr. Chang Miao as Trinity’s first
Music Ministry Intern. Chang
recently completed a Doctor of
Musical Arts degree in Piano

|

TPC members ages 70+ Performance from the University
o) (o a1 invibed to come of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. She also
connect, enjoy lunch, L
& % ) atid heactror o earned degrees in piano performance
/‘l invited guest speaker. from Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University
our Program in Baltimore and the Wuhan Conservatory of Music
S A I I I l MARK NABHOLZ in China.
Director of Music, 2 .
. . . . Trinity Presbyterian Church Register online
SENIOR ADULTS LIVING TRIUMPHANTLY e et TRINITYPCA.ORG/SALT “Not only is Chang an immensely gifted musician, but
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 it Sl i e il OB she is also a delightful person with a clear testimony of
LUNCHEON =« 11:00 AM » TRINITY HALL Hununadon Cellege God,s Work in her |ife,” says Dr. NabhOIZ. “We will beneﬁt

greatly from her time here at Trinity, and it is our prayer
that we will be of benefit to her as she seeks the Lord’s
will for her future.”




MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS
OF OUR FAMILY
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Mallory Gulledge

Rosemary and Jeff
Kervin Murray

Melissa and Zach ‘ Hannah and Brett

SACRED
SPACES

EXPLORING OUR CHURCH
DESIGN AND HISTORY

In our last issue of The Columns, we discovered the meaning
of the carved figures on Trinity’s pulpit. Now, look up!

Have you wondered what the rose in the sanctuary ceiling
symbolizes?

When our sanctuary was repaired, restored, and enhanced
in 2022-2023, our architect, Rennie Vainstein, designed the
roses you see above you. Just as Harold Wagoner did with
the carvings on our pulpit, Rennie, who loves Trinity and has
been here most of her life, commissioned a very talented
woodcarver to execute her design.

The number five is of great significance in Protestant history
(the Pentateuch; David’s five smooth stones; the five loaves
of bread). Looking up, you will see there are actually FIVE
roses on our ceiling. Each was cast from the same mold which
the carver later sent to Trinity so that in the event of damage
to one of the existing roses, an exact copy can be made.

The five petals of the rose are sometimes associated with the
five wounds Jesus endured on our behalf. The five-petaled
rose also brings to mind the five solas of the Reformation.
Christians have long thought the red rose representative of
Christ’s sacrificial blood, its thorns a reminder of the “crown”
pushed down upon Jesus’ head before He died to take away
our sins.

Our sanctuary ceiling, excluding the chancel, has five coffers
(recessed panels) from front to back, and five coffers
across—so, 25 total. Rennie and her team chose the number
five to give added significance to the ceiling. When you see
her, take the opportunity to thank her for enhancing our
worship space while teaching us and reminding us about

our Christian heritage through her architecture in one of our
SACRED SPACES!
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ELISABETH “MIMI” THOMPSON
JULY 20,2026

PATRICIA HAMN WILLIAMS SEALE
JULY 24,2026

ASHLEY HAWKINS FREEMAN
AUGUST 7,2026

Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of His saints.
PSALM 116:15

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

To the family of Elisabeth “Mimi”
Thompson upon her death on July 20,
2026.

To Ken Williams (Caroline) upon the
death of his mother, Patty Seale, on
July 24, 2026.

To Mac Freeman upon the death of his
wife, Ashley Freeman, on August 7, 2026;
and to Mattie, Mac, and Annie Barnes
Freeman upon the death of their mother.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Taylor and Jackson Davis upon the
birth of their son, Jackson “Jack” Edward
Davis, Jr., on July 19, 2026; and to Amelia
and Lee Davis upon the birth of their
grandson.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

MEMORIAL GIFTS have been
graciously given to the glory of God
and in memory of:
Patricia Binford
Bruce Bolling
Sybil Carter
Marleen Eidsmoe
Kathie Foster
Lannie Gallion
Mark Horton
Ann Reese
David Page Sanders I11
Patty Hamn Williams Seale
John Stallings, Sr.
Elizabeth Palmer Thompson

trinitypca.org

2

WORSHIP
WITH US

ON THE LORD’S DAY
|

We warmly welcome all
who wish to worship with
us. Worship is the first
and foremost activity of
the Church. In worship we
enter into the presence
of God and ascribe to Him
glory, honor, and majesty.

IN-PERSON
AND ONLINE

Morning Worship
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Vespers
6:00 p.m.

Watch online at
trinitypca.org

LISTEN ANYTIME
FROM ANYWHERE

TRINITY

Messages and
Bible Study series
are available from

our website

v

trinitypca.org



Our 2026 Reynosa team was made up of participants of all ages and stages of life—and
it was an amazing trip for all involved. As we begin planning and coordinating with our Isaiah 55
missionary partners for next year’s trip, if you are interested in being a part of the 2027 team,
please contact Julie Lash in the Missions office at jlash@trinitypca.org. We promise you will be
blessed beyond measure as we share the love of Christ and serve the people of Mexico.

THIS FALL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

8:30 AM
&11:00 AM

Dr. Argyris Petrou
The Sanctuary
9:45AM  Adult Sunday School in Trinity Hall —
Missions Emphasis

6:00 PM  Dr. Argyris Petrou
The Sanctuary

CONNECT WITH MISSIONS
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TRINITY
. MISSIONS

DR. ARGYRIS PETROU

GREEK BIBLE COLLEGE
A theologion, professor, and ordained
Minister serving with AMG International

trinitypca.org

MISSIONS

MARKET

ATMIDWEEK

Join us for dinner and fellowship on
Wednesday evening, September 23, and
hear updates from many of our local
missions organizations, including:

Capitol Commission

Child Evangelism Fellowship
Let God Arise

Life on Wheels

Mercy House

Montgomery Christian School
STEP

(VEVEVEVEVEVEV)

SEPTEMBER 23
AT 6:00 PM

LOCATION
TRINITY HALL

TRINITY
MISSIONS

NO HANDS TOO SMALL

Serving Christ’s Kingdom in Reynosa

More than half of our team this summer was under the age
of sixteen. If you’d asked me beforehand whether a group
that young could carry a mission trip, I'd have hesitated.

| don’t anymore. In the neighborhood of Aquiles Serdan,

on the outskirts of Reynosa, Mexico, God put every set of
hands we brought to work. Some of our team helped run a
VBS for at-risk kids in the city, making sure they heard the
gospel of grace—maybe for the first time. Another team
cleaned the shoulder and built a sidewalk along a busy road,
giving families a better way to walk than the drainage ditch.
Another group finished tile and painted a gathering hall that
will soon hold worship for the church plant, Camino de Fe.
And at the mission itself, others tore down walls to make
room for an office expansion and stuccoed new walls for
storage that will make future service projects smoother.
Even little William Thompson (age 5) found work for Christ’s
Kingdom that needed his hands, and he did it well.

We went to be a blessing to Isaiah 55 Ministries and the
community around it, and | believe we were. But I’'m more
convinced we got the better end of it. We saw a picture of
life most of us rarely get to see: contentment in meagerness,
needs met with generosity, hard work done with joy, huddled
prayers, tearful laughter, songs of worship in the dark, and
strangers becoming family over a week of good meals and
bad Spanish. We lived and labored together in a way that
looked a lot more like heaven than we’re used to.

If you’ve wondered whether you have something to offer a
place like Reynosa, you do, and so do your children. We’re
already planning for next year, and there’s a place on the
team for you! As we recited over and over, “For even the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). For one short
week, by His grace, we got to do the same in miniature.

Dios te bendiga,
CODY MUZIO

FALL
SERVICE DAY

Join us on Service Day as we love our city
by serving communities across Montgomery.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
8:30 A.M. TO NOON

REGISTER

trinitypca.org/serviceday
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© SEPTEMBERG Combined Adult Sunday School Class E
© SEPTEMBER7 Labor Day — Church Office Closed = W
© SEPTEMBERY Officer Nominations Closes : (=
© SEPTEMBER13 Pathway Class #1 =
© SEPTEMBER13 MCYC Kickoff 5 Z
© SEPTEMBER17 S.A.L.T. Luncheon A H
© SEPTEMBER 20 Pathway Class #2 o H
© SEPTEMBER23 Midweek Missions Market ;
© SEPTEMBER 26 Service Day o ,.<
© SEPTEMBER 27 Missions Sunday
© OCTOBER2 Organ & Harp Recital
© OCTOBER6 WIC Fall Event
© OCTOBER15 S.A.L.T. Luncheon
© OCTOBER21 Midweek Fall Festival
© OCTOBER25 Joint Presbytery Reformation Service
© NOVEMBER1 All Saints Day — Daylight Saving Time Ends
© NOVEMBER 8 Congregational Meeting for Election of Officers

STEWARDSHIP + GIVING
Actual Budget Annual Budget
$

Tithes and Offerings 1,782,625.84 $ 1,734,878.31 § 4774753 §  4,044,000.00
Other Revenue $ 62,106.45 $ 47,266.69 $ 14,839.76  $ 89,000.00
Expenses $ (2,388,280.94) $ (2,351,837.03) § (36,407.91) $§ (4,133,000.00)
NET AMOUNT § (543,548.65) § (669,728.03) $ 26,179.38 $ =

YOUR STARTING POINT TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
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